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September Program  
Craig Smith on the Media 

by Andrew Hankin 

Craig Smith is a lawyer, reporter and blogger, based in Santa Barbara.  His fact-based observations 

on the SB News-Press firings and legal proceedings on http://craigsmithsblog.com became very popular, 

especially because that local newspaper rarely reported on itself. Craig's postings became a significant 

timeline of events for the documentary film Citizen McCaw, which was screened in full movie-theatres 

several times locally. Craig will discuss The Old Media Is Dying - Long Live New Media! 

In addition to "covering Santa Barbara law and media like a wet blanket" on his blog, Craig Smith has 

worked as: 

Deputy District Attorney, County of Santa Barbara, 1976-1983 

Judicial Research Attorney, Santa Barbara Superior Court 1983-1992 

Superior Court Commissioner (Juvenile Court Judge) in Santa Barbara 

1992-1996 

In private practice of Law at Hatch & Parent 1996-1999 

Deputy County Counsel, Santa Barbara County 1999-2003 

He is a teacher: 

Adjunct Professor of Law, Santa Barbara/Ventura Colleges of Law, 1984–present 

Program Director of Paralegal Studies at UCSB Extension, 2004–present 

Moderator of a five-person panel discussion on the future of media, held in the SB Public Library 

and screened several times recently on local access TV channel 21. 

Bring your questions, to cross-examine the witness…. 

Saturday, September 19th in the Patio Room at Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Road                   

(Las Positas exit off the 101, midway between UCSB & SBCC) in Santa Barbara. 

Join us for socializing at 2:30 p.m. 

Meeting starts promptly at 3:00 p.m. 

http://craigsmithsblog.com
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Contact Information 
 

Board of Directors 2009-2010  
Officers: 
 

President: Roger Schlueter  
962-6316 drrogers@cox.net  
 

Secretary: Hugh Smart  
961-8191 hughsmart@aol.com  
 
Treasurer: Ray Stone  
682-2123 rstone@west.net  
 
 
Board Members/At Large:  
 

Wayne Beckman  
Dick Cousineau  
Andrew Hankin  
Diane Krohn  
Jim Balter 
Nancy Wahl  
Adrian Wenner  
Mary Wilk  
 
 
Committee Chairpersons/Other Contacts  
 

Membership: Mary Wilk  
967-3045 mwilk@cox.net  
 
Publicity: Andrew Hankin  
965-3739 green_helmet@hotmail.com  
 
Programs: Dick Cousineau  
687-2371 dkcgeo@cox.net  
 
Social Justice: Marian Shapiro  
968-0478 marianshapiro@cox.net  
 
Book Club: Marty Shapiro  
968-0478 martinshapiro@cox.net  
 
Newsletter Editor: Neal Rosenthal 
HSSB_Editor@cox.net 
 
Web Master: Wayne Beckman  
569-5503 hssbwebmaster@cox.net  

HSSB Social Brunch... 
is a secular gathering for humanists, atheists, 

agnostics, skeptics, freethinkers, singles,      

couples and families without religion, on the 

last Sunday morning of every month.  No cover 

charge – pay only for your food + drink.    

Membership and reservations aren't necessary. 

10 a.m. Sunday, September 27th at Cody's 

Cafe, 4898 Hollister Ave. in the Turnpike Cen-

ter, Goleta, in the room to the right as you enter 

the restaurant. For information call 805-967-

3045 (Membership Chair Mary Wilk is a regu-

lar   attendee, e-mail mwilk@cox.net). 

 

Dining Out 
Immediately following our Meeting at Vista 

del Monte on September 19th, at which Craig 

Smith will be speaking, we will be dining out 

at Del Pueblo Cafe. The Del Pueblo is located 

in the Magnolia Shopping Center, 5134 Hollis-

ter Ave. in Goleta.. There is plenty of parking 

and the Restaurant can accommodate 30 peo-

ple, with room to spare. The food is good, 

prices reasonable, and the service has been ex-

cellent in the past. 

Make reservations directly with Dick 

Cousineau (687-2371) or leave a message at 

that number. 

☼  

Announcements 
As mentioned at our August meeting, Vista del 

Monte has informed us that the only parking 

spaces available to us are those marked with 

the initials “VdM” in the parking space.  Vista 

del Monte shares that parking lot with the Lu-

theran church and the Christian School, and we 

have apparently overflowed into spaces not 

reserved for us.  Alternative parking locations 

are available at non-reserved spaces on the 

Vista del Monte campus or on adjacent 

streets.  Please help us maintain good relations 

with Vista del Monte by parking only in 

“approved” locations. 

(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:drrogers@cox.net
mailto:hughsmart@aol.com
mailto:rstone@west.net
mailto:martinshapiro@cox.net
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
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News About Members 
by Mary Wilk 

We are pleased to welcome the following new    

member to our society: 

Richard Drosendahl 

of Santa Barbara 

 

Heidi Wieland 

of Santa Barbara 

e . 

Upcoming Events 
by Dick Cousineau 

October 17 is the date for us to hear Superior 

Court Judge Jim Gray speak on the decrimi-

nalization of Marijuana in California.  Judge 

Gray has had many years adjudicating drug 

cases on the Bench in Orange County and has 

insights into this topic that we can only begin to 

know.  This program should be of riveting in-

terest to our membership, as well as the general 

public. Socializing starts at 2:30 in the Faulk-

ner Gallery of the Downtown Public Library. 
 

On November 19 we have invited Professor 

Peter Ditto from the University of California 

Irvine to speak to us on “Through the Red and 

Blue Looking GlassïAre Liberals and Conser-

vatives Polar Opposites or Mirror Images?ò  

Political polarization is becoming heated and 

rude lately and the spokesmen for each side ap-

pear to have contempt for the other. Are there 

psychological processes involved here?  Social-

izing starts at 2:30 in the Patio Room at Vista 

del Monte. 

☼  

Our own Barbara Margerum has written a 

charming account of her parents' travels in the 

West during the Great Depression.  Homeless 

on the Range, available on Amazon.com, is 

told through the letters Barbara's mother wrote 

(with commentary by Barbara) describing what 

it was like to live in a Model A Ford while 

looking for work.  A fascinating read. 

ñOutside the Boxò 
Artists are invited to create or decorate a box, 

using any medium, of finished size 12x12x12 

inches maximum. 

Please deliver fin-

ished boxes to the 

Faulkner Gallery, 

Central Public Li-

brary, 40 East Ana-

pamu Street, down-

town Santa Barbara, 

10am-1pm on Satur-

day, September 26th, 

2009.  Include an artist’s biography (100 words 

or less) and one black and white photograph (of 

artist or work), to be reproduced in the printed 

program.  Contact Shannon, e-mail Outside-

TheBox@ymail.com or phone 805-636-5011 

with questions. 

The donated art boxes will be auctioned at a 

fundraiser event beginning 7pm Thursday,  

October 8th, at the Cabrillo Pavilion Arts Cen-

ter, 1118 East Cabrillo Blvd. Santa Barbara 

waterfront.  Auction proceeds will benefit the 

Health Care for All – California Education 

Fund.  There will also be food, wine, and live 

music by pianist John Douglas and friends.  

The event will be wheelchair accessible and all 

donations are tax-deductible. 

Website:  OutsideTheBox2008.wordpress.com 

shows last year's boxes and sponsors, including 

HSSB.  Organizer's website is: 

www.healthcareforalleducationfund.org 

e 

 

Book Club  
by Marty Shapiro 

Our Humanist Book Club will be reading The 

Evolution of God, an exploration of how our 

evolving Western societies have transformed 

the perception of "God," for better? or for 

worse, or even nonexistent. The acclaimed writer 

(ñAnnouncementsò continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:OutsideTheBox@ymail.com
mailto:OutsideTheBox@ymail.com
http://OutsideTheBox2008.wordpress.com
http://www.healthcareforalleducationfund.org
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is Robert Wright, an award-winning/best-

selling author of several expansive books about 

evolution and society. (This one is over 500 

pages long!) 

Here are some reviews of the book. Happy 

reading. 

"The Evolution of God offers the sort of hope 

even unbelievers can believe in: that we can 

somehow learn to talk about religion."  (The 

Washington Post Stephen Prothero) 

 

"Can religions in the modern world reconcile 

themselves to one another, and can they recon-

cile themselves to science?" Robert Wright-

journalist, philosophy professor, and author of 

the acclaimed books Nonzero, and The Moral 

Animal-ardently believes the answer is yes. In 

this meaty account, the result of 10 years of 

scholarly research, he attempts to do so, draw-

ing on evolutionary psychology, archaeology, 

and game theory to trace a common pattern in 

the world's monotheistic faiths. It's a thor-

oughly materialist account of religion and yet 

is ultimately allied with one of religion's basic 

goals: to provide guidance and comfort in a 

chaotic world." (Seed Magazine)  

When:  Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 1:30 p.m. 

Where: The home of Joy Knapp - 1781 Euca-

lyptus Hill Road  (near Salinas St.) 

☼ . 
 

Our Friend Vincent Walker and 
the Health Insurance Nightmare 

by Marian Shapiro 

This story is relevant to the conversation our 

country is having about our nation’s broken 

health care system.  We Humanists try to look 

out for our fellow human beings and I want to 

let you know about the experience that one of 

our own members has had recently. Vincent 

Walker, whom many of you know, has had two 

(ñBook Clubò continued from page 3) heart attacks and two hospital stays in one 

month!  He's doing well physically but is ap-

prehensive that it will take years to pay off his 

share of the hospitals' and doctors' cost; fearful 

that the insur-

ance company 

will renege on 

their obliga-

tion to pay, or 

possibly even 

cancel his pol-

i c y  o u t -

right―leaving 

him with the 

burden  of 

choosing to 

discharge the 

medical debt 

or pay his rent. 

He is a self-

employed “finish carpenter” who has had very 

little work during these bad economic times, 

and has no employer to provide good, reliable 

health insurance.   

His doctor has given him the OK to return to 

work.  One thing we can all do is to pass on 

Vincent’s name, if you know someone who 

could use his skills:  installing cabinets, doors, 

windows, trim (casing, molding and crown 

molding, baseboard and all other trim applica-

tions – both interior and exterior), hardware 

(hinges, deadbolts, doorknobs, pulls, hasps 

etc), doing repairs, and millwork (he has  

milled and installed railings, shelving and  

other projects).  

Vincent did an excellent job doing repairs on 

our kitchen cabinets, so we recommend him 

highly!  He is licensed by the CA Contractor’s 

Board.  He has 20 years experience and can 

provide references. All I am suggesting is 

keeping Vincent in your thoughts and sending 

some work his way when you can.  His  con-

tact info is: Phone: 636-1051.  Email:      

vwalker2728@gmail.com.  If you lose this 

please call Marian Shapiro. 

mailto:vwalker2728@gmail.com
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The Jurisprudence of     
Antonin Scalia 
by Roger Schlueter 

Justice Antonin Scalia, nominated as an Asso-

ciate Justice on the Supreme Court by Ronald 

Reagan, and confirmed by the Senate on Sep-

tember 26, 1986, lost my respect with his opin-

ion regarding evolution in the Tangipahoa Par-

ish, Louisiana case in 2000.  Dissenting in an 

opinion that rejected an attempt by a school 

district to inject creationism in public school 

curricula, Scalia wrote, “We stand by in silence 

while a deeply divided Fifth Circuit bars a 

school district from even suggesting to students 

that other theories besides evolution – includ-

ing, but not limited to, the Biblical theory of 

creation – are worthy of their consideration.” 

In that dissent, Scalia displayed an appalling 

ignorance of evolution by equating it with a 

biogenesis 11 times.  In his most recent opinion 

(with Clarence Thomas in agreement) regard-

ing a totally different matter he has displayed 

an equally appalling ignorance of the concept 

of justice.  In the process, he also violated the 

basic tenet of the separation of church and 

state.  Since both justice and church/state sepa-

ration are basic tenets of Humanism, it is     

appropriate for us to examine his views by 

looking at two recent cases that illustrate my 

concerns.. 

The most recent case involves the shooting 

death of an off-duty police officer who tried to 

intervene in an assault of a homeless man.       

A man who was in the crowd watching the 

scuffle was convicted of the shooting, based on 

nine eye-witnesses but no physical evidence at 

all; he was given a death sentence.  The star 

witness in the case was the man who was    

admittedly committing the assault. 

Subsequently, leaving all the details aside, the 

conviction was called into question and the 

appeals process finally wound up to the       

Supreme Court.  The Court ordered the lower 

courts to hold additional hearings.  Scalia dis-

sented in that order. 

His reasoning was that since the trial was not 

legally suspect, the court’s decision was bind-

ing, even if subsequent evidence showed the 

man to be innocent.  In other words, in his view 

a miscarriage of justice can be condoned as 

long as legal procedures are followed.  Scalia is 

saying that a man can be put to death even if it 

is likely he did not commit the crime he was 

convicted of.  I find this perspective to be    

outrageously wrong. 

In a separate case, concerns arose regarding 

church/state separation because Scalia, a     

devout Catholic, has, on several occasions, 

opined that should a conflict arise between his 

religion and the Constitution, his religion has 

precedence.  He has explicitly stated that any 

Catholic judge who finds herself in conflict 

between the Constitution and church doctrine 

has no recourse other than resigning as a judge. 

Scalia has little understanding of the separation 

of church and state, science, evolution, and the 

very notion of justice.  He should resign. 

 

☼ . 

California Water Solutions Now 

by Nick Di Croce 

I recently completed a significant report on 

California water issues for the Environmental 

Water Caucus, a coalition of 28 environmental 

organizations who advocate sustainable solu-

tions for California water use.  The report,   

entitled California Water Solutions Now, 

proves that California has already developed 

enough water supplies to carry us through 2050 

and that new surface storage dams and         

increased exports from the Bay Delta are un-

necessary, harmful, and far more costly than 

an aggressive statewide water conservation 

program.  The Press Release (1 page),          

Executive Summary (3 pages) and the full   

report (42 pages) can be viewed at 

www.ewccalifornia.org. 

http://www.ewccalifornia.org
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Meet John Coppejans 
by Ellen Jackson 

Humanists tend to be an accomplished, but 

modest, bunch.  That’s why I’ve enjoyed read-

ing about the members of this Society in vari-

ous newsletter columns over the years.  And 

that’s also why I volunteered to interview a 

particularly impressive member who’s cele-

brating his ninetieth birthday this month―   

John Coppejans. 

What’s that?  You thought John was sixty, 

maybe sixty-five?  Yes, John is really ninety–

he served in World War II.  But not in the 

United States.  John was born and grew up in 

the Netherlands, where, as a young man, he 

lived under the boot of the Nazi occupation.  

During this time, John had his share of adven-

tures and narrow escapes. 

John’s mother was Catholic, but his father was 

a freethinker, an honest and peace-loving man, 

with a strong sense of social justice, who con-

sidered himself a citizen of the world.  Even 

though John’s grandmother insisted that her 

grandson go to Catholic school until the age of 

12, John’s father taught him to use his brain 

and question the religious dogma he was being 

spoon-fed.  He also gave John books about sci-

ence and philosophy.  

But school was a different matter.  Once a 

Catholic chaplain caught John with a book on 

European history. He took it and blocked out 

whole sections that he thought were inappropri-

ate for a young boy to read.  Another time, 

John asked a nun why sea water is salty and 

she replied, “Because that’s how the good Lord 

wants it.”  These and other incidents caused 

John to lose all respect for the church. 

Germany was threatening Europe, and John 

and many other young men were drafted into 

the Dutch army.  On May 10th, 1940, the Ger-

mans invaded the Netherlands.  John hated the 

military, but when the Germans opened fire on 

his company he was furious, scared, and gung-

ho to fight them–all at the same time.  John 

describes the ensuing action as “a madhouse.”  

He and others managed to hold the airfield they 

were defending for some time, although many 

of his friends were killed or wounded.  But at 

last the Germans overwhelmed them.   

Now he was forced to work for the enemy. 

John wanted to escape to southern France, 

which was not yet occupied, and perhaps even-

tually get to England.  And so he volunteered 

to drive a truck in convoy for the Germans.  

Along the way he had many exciting adven-

tures. Once he deliberately drove through a 

large puddle of water in order to splash a neatly 

attired German officer with mud.  On another 

occasion John told a German sergeant to “go to 

hell,” and was put in solitary confinement in a 

small, dark room for 5 days, a truly horrifying 

experience. In the end, he wasn’t able to com-

plete his plan of escape. 

Soon people, especially Dutch Jews, were be-

ing forced out of their homes and transported to 

concentration camps.  John chafed at the many 

injustices he saw, and so he joined the resis-

tance.  At that time, John’s group was trying to 

prevent people from being shipped off to slave-

labor camps by providing them with fake pa-

pers.  John, who has a knack for drawing and 

duplicating signatures, falsified the signature of 

the German commandant on these papers. 

Once, he was asked to help steal ration cou-

pons for some people who were in hiding and 

badly in need of food.  During this operation, a 

guard was knocked out with a crow bar.  But 

John and his friends got the coupons, which 

were then distributed to the people who needed 

them, including some Jewish children.  In 

1944, during the battle of Arnhem, John and a 

friend loaded a horse-drawn cart carrying milk 

cans filled with drinking water and took the 

cans to an institution for mentally retarded peo-

ple whose water supply had been cut off.  

John was nearly killed many times.  Once he 
(ñJohn Coppejansò continued on page 7) 

John, who has a knack for 
drawing and duplicating sig-
natures, falsified the signature   
of the German commandant  
on these papers.  
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was nicked by a piece of exploded shell while 

he was walking in the woods.  Another time, he 

was hiding in a cellar when a shell burst in a 

nearby field, blowing out a window which he 

had been standing next to a few minutes be-

fore.  

In the spring of 1944-45, John was caught by 

the Gestapo, who had identified him as a mem-

ber of the resistance.  John knew he would be 

tortured and shot for his “crimes,” but a Ger-

man officer took pity on him and let him es-

cape, saying: “It’s pretty dumb to be caught so 

close to the end of the war.”  Soon the long 

nightmare was over. 

After the war, John got a job with Shell oil in 

New Orleans, and he settled in Louisiana with 

his first wife.  But he wasn’t happy in the 

South.  He didn’t like the climate and he felt 

his atheist views weren’t welcome there.  Soon 

he moved to California and worked for Shell in 

Bakersfield. He moved to Santa Barbara in 

1966.   

While John was in Bakersfield, he discovered a 

hidden talent.  A friend gave him a set of oils 

and he began to paint–without any instruction 

whatsoever.  A still life he submitted to a com-

petition  given by the Bakersfield Art Associa-

tion won first prize.  His picture of a British 

sailing vessel won first prize in another contest 

given by a local department store. 

Today John lives with his second wife, Pat, in a 

house filled with John’s incredible paintings 

and many miscellaneous treasures that Pat has 

collected through the years.  Both Pat and John 

love to read, and they also travel frequently.  

They’ve been to 55 countries, most recently to 

those in the vicinity of the Black Sea. 

John is a modest man who doesn’t like to brag 

about his many accomplishments. (And neither 

does Pat.)  But some of us consider John to be 

a war hero, although John insists that others did 

more than he did.  If you don’t already know 

these two exceptional people, John and Pat 

Coppejans, say “hello” at the next meeting. 

(ñJohn Coppejansò continued from page 6) Membership Roster 
by Roger Schlueter 

In 2007 the Society produced a membership 

list in booklet form that was distributed to all 

of us.  Since then our roster has considerably 

changed so we have decided to produce an up-

dated list.  This is an “opt-out” list which 

means that your information will be included 

unless you notify Mary Wilk regarding what 

information you want to exclude from your 

listing.  You can, of course, choose to not be 

listed at all. 

We have not decided on the final format of the 

roster but I can assure you that it will NOT be 

posted on the internet.  There will be no risk of 

electronic “leakage” of your information or 

identity theft.  In addition, we will prohibit use 

of the roster for commercial purposes. 

Finally, we have not decided how to distribute 

the membership list.  We have discussed op-

tions such as including it with a newsletter 

mailing, a separate mailing, distribution only at 

the meetings, etc.  If you have any thoughts on 

this matter, I’d be happy to entertain them. 

Contact info for Mary or me is on Page 2 of 

this newsletter. 

☼ . 

Eternal Earth-Bound Pets! 

You've committed your life to Jesus. You 

know you're saved.  But when the Rapture 

comes what's to become of your loving pets 

who are left behind?   Eternal Earth-Bound 

Pets takes that burden off your mind.  

 

We are a group of dedicated animal lovers,  

a n d  a t h e i s t s .  E a c h  

Eternal  Earth-Bound Pet representative is        

a confirmed atheist and, as such, will still be 

here on Earth after you've received your      

reward.  Our network of animal activists are 

committed to step in when you step up to Jesus.  

http://www.eternal-earthbound-pets.com 

http://www.eternal-earthbound-pets.com
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The Sedgwick Reserve 
by Jim Balter 

In August our members were taken on a virtual 

tour of the Sedgwick Reserve by Director Kate 

McCurdy. The 6000 acre Reserve is a former 

cattle ranch that was donated to UCSB in two 

large parcels, the majority in 1967 and the rest 

30 years later through the efforts of the Santa 

Barbara Land Trust and many community 

members who donated money to keep it from 

being put into development. 

In the mid 1800's, Octaviano Gutierrez applied 

to Governor Pio Pico for land so that he could 

retire from his post at the Presidio. He was 

granted 48,000 acres (75 square miles) in the 

Santa Ynez Valley, stretching from Brinkerhoff 

Avenue to Los Alamos. Cattle grazing was 

hard in that harsh climate, and so he started 

selling off parcels. 

Samuel Brinkerhoff bought a large portion in 

1865 for 7 cents per acre and did some farm-

ing. The majority of the land that is now Sedg-

wick was grazed intensively for about 100 

years; there are still many signs of the former 

cattle ranching at the Reserve. 

The Sedgwicks, a large family with eight chil-

dren, bought the ranch and moved there in the 

1950's, and lived there until the patriarch of the 

family, "Duke", died in the 1960's. Duke was a 

sculptor who created the cowboy statue at the 

Earl Warren Showgrounds and the statue of   

St. Francis at the Mission (it seems that his 

statues tend to resemble him). Well known 

members of the family are daughter Edie Sedg-

wick who was Andy Warhol's pal, and actress 

Kyra Sedgwick, a cousin. 

The California university system owns 40 natu-

ral reserves. The reserves are used to learn 

more about the Earth through university level 

teaching and research, and for public outreach. 

Each reserve is managed by a university     

campus; Sedgwick is one of seven reserves 

managed by UCSB. 

Kate is currently the only person living at the 

Reserve, but there is a small staff that works 

there and lots of great volunteer help. The Re-

serve receives $60,000 per year from the      

university system; most of the salary funds, 

other than Kate's, are generated through 

donations. 

The top priority of the reserve is to provide  

unaltered landscapes for scientific study. There 

is genetic work on native oaks, cutting edge 

work in grassland restoration, studies of the  

effects of climate change on native landscapes, 

and microbiological soil studies. 

The clear and unlit skies of the Reserve make it 

a good location for a telescope, and with the 

help of HSSB member and astronomer John 

Martinez and the sponsorship of the UCSB 

physics department, one has been installed 

there. The telescope is part of a network linked 

via internet that allows observing long duration 

events. It is about to go live, and there will be 

an open house on December 5. 

The Reserve has a number of education and 

outreach programs, including second Saturday 

public hikes, which will resume in October or 

November, when the heat and fire danger 

drops. The hikes, which come in easy, moder-

ate, and strenuous levels, are led by one of the 

many docents such as HSSB member Nick Di-

Croce. The Reserve offers an excellent docent 

training program over 4 months of Fridays. 

To learn more about the Reserve and its 

programs or to make a reservation for a hike, 

visit http://sedgwick.ucnrs.org/. 

 

☼ . 

“I don't think we're here for anything, we're 

just products of evolution.  You can say 'Gee, 

your life must be pretty bleak if you don't think 

there's a purpose' but I'm anticipating a good 

lunch.”  ― Dr. James Watson 

 

“We must respect the other fellow's religion, 

but only in the same sense and to the same  

extent that we respect his theory that his wife  

is beautiful and his children smart.”                    

― H.L. Mencken 

http://sedgwick.ucnrs.org/
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Getting to Know Helen Gordon 

by Ellie Lambrou 

As the guest of George Delury, Helen joined 

HSSB July of 2006. Both she and George were 

interested in the historical aspects of religion. 

In another life, Helen was married to a       

Mormon for 22 years and had attended a    

Mormon church. 

“Are you a religious 

person?” I asked 

Helen. “In a way yes. 

I’m a Christian who 

tries to  follow the 

teachings of Jesus, 

(they are good moral 

guidelines), but I’m a 

Unitarian Agnostic 

because I don’t con-

sider Jesus to have 

been divine. I don’t 

see a whole lot of difference between Unitari-

ans and Humanists because most Unitarians 

would believe that humans can solve their own 

problems without divine intervention.” Helen 

explained to me that not all Unitarians dismiss 

the divine but both are tolerant of each other. 

Helen values tolerance. 

Perhaps reading my thoughts, Helen gave me a 

quote by a Unitarian minister; My faith goes 

beyond reason but never contrary to it. “I don’t 

think it’s a dichotomy,” she said. “You can 

combine reason and emotion.” Helen has a lot 

to show for her abilities to reason. She pub-

lished five textbooks while a Professor of Eng-

lish at Bakersfield College, including many 

articles and opinion pieces in scholarly jour-

nals, newspapers and professional newsletters. 

Helen also writes poetry that’s been published 

in five journals, some of which may be found 

on www.anacade.biz.com. In 2007, Helen won 

the first prize in the “Best Historical Novel” 

category at the Hollywood Book Festival for 

her first novel, Voice of the Vanquished: The 

Story of the Slave Marina and Hernan Cortes. 

Helen’s 20 year research into the Shakespeare 

authorship issue, led her to discover new     

evidence that “William Shakespeare” was a 

pen name for the 17th Earl of Oxford, Edward 

De Vere, secret lover to Queen Elizabeth I. Her 

The Secret Love Story in Shakespeareôs Sonnets 

ranked among finalists for “Best New Non-

Fiction Books,” a contest sponsored by USA 

Book News in 2008. 

Helen is now conducting research for another 

historical novel on Hypatia, a notable Greek  

female scholar – mathematician, philosopher 

and astronomer murdered by a Christian mob 

during the Byzantine Empire in 415AD. 

Our society is rich in diversity of philosophical 

thought, background and Humanism. Our      

Humanist belief system encompasses non-

dogmatic, non-theistic moral principles of     

humans caring about all life and the things    

affecting it, past and present, and for its future. 

As such, getting to know Helen brings much to 

HSSB and its members. 
 

☼ . 

Getting to Know Hugh T. Smart 

by Ellie Lambrou 

You may have noticed a new name for Secretary 

of the HSSB Board.  Member since 2004, Hugh 

joined HSSB through his good friendship with 

HSSB members John and Pat, who he met 

through his second wife, Helen.  Enjoying din-

ner with good HSSB friends several months 

back, Hugh felt Board member Dick’s arm 

around his shoulder.  Next thing he knew, he 

was a candidate for Secretary of the Board. 

Hugh told me how in his earlier married years, 

raising his four children with his first wife, vol-

unteering was a key component of his life.  He 

was a Scout Master for seven years and had re-

ceived a Silver Goblet award.  “If I will be a 

member of an organization, I think I should par-

ticipate and contribute, and this is one way of 

doing that,” he told me.  That may be one of 

those disguised banal statements hiding a treas-

ure of importance, worthy of more contempla-

tion and thought. 

My eyes sparkled when I heard Hugh tell me 

how in 1992, he sold his home on the Mesa and 

took a year long trip around the US and Canada, 

(ñHugh Smartò continued on page 10) 

http://www.anacade.biz.com/
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The Alzheimerôs Memory Walk ï 
a reminder  

Join the HSSB Team in the Alzheimer’s    

Association Memory Walk. The fund-raising 

event will take place this year on Friday, Sep-

tember 11th starting at 4:30 pm at Chase 

Palm Park. The walk is approximately three 

miles, with a shorter one available for the  

less hearty. 

Volunteers are still needed to help set up, to 

register walkers, as food servers, etc. Walkers 

will enjoy a catered dinner from Rincon    

Catering, with music by Ulysses S. Jasz Band 

following the walk and dinner. Volunteers 

should contact Howard Harvey of the Alz-

heimer’s Association at 892-4259. To join the 

HSSB Walking Team, drop an email to Ray 

Stone, rstone@west.net, or call him at  

682-2123, or you can register online at 

www.alz.org/cacentralcoast. 

in a motor home.  “I was the consummate tourist, 

daring not to miss a museum.” 

Hugh has made his living through his creativity and 

engineering abilities as an architectural designer of 

kitchens and homes.  He is a UCSB graduate and 

attended the Art Center College of Design in Los 

Angels.  At some point, living a conventional life in 

the Pacific Palisades with his first wife, active in the 

community and the Methodist Church, he came to a 

realization that there was no all-knowing deity.  

Hugh became comfortable with the term “Agnostic”. 

“Altruism spurred by religious belief is not a bad 

thing.”  It’s the motivation that counts.  For Hugh, 

the distinction between Atheism and Agnosticism is 

not important.  “I think the way to define ourselves 

is through our acts, rather than our pronounce-

ments…with how we advocate to make changes 

with some of the social circumstances of our coun-

try.”  Hugh sums up a humanistic principle; “I be-

lieve in man and mankind.”  Hugh believes man is 

basically good. 

I think I express the sentiments of many, grateful 

and pleased for Hugh’s philosophy of service and his 

stepping up to the HSSB Board.  Thank you Hugh. 

http://www.alz.org/cacentralcoast

