
November Program 
Through the Red & Blue Looking Glass: The Psychology of 

the Contemporary American Culture War 
 

by Andrew Hankin 

Many blue-state Democrats accused George Walker Bush of being an illegitimate President who was 

twice selected-not-elected after corrupt voting, who then lied our nation into war in Iraq and trampled 

on Constitutional Rights in America. 

Many red-state Republicans accuse Barack Hussein Obama of being an ille-

gitimate President born in Kenya, who wants to impose socialism in Amer-

ica and take away all guns in violation of the Second Amendment to the    

US Constitution. 

Coming to HSSB to try and explain some of this is Professor Peter 

Ditto, Chair of the Department of Psychology and Social Behavior at  

the University of California, Irvine.   He received his B.A. from UCLA    

in 1982 and his Ph.D. from Princeton University in 1986, both in             

Psychology.  After a two-year postdoctoral fellowship at the University      

of Michigan, Professor Ditto taught for nine years at Kent State               

University. He moved to University of California, Irvine in 1997. 

 

Professor Ditto is a social psychologist whose expertise is in human       

judgment and decision making.  His research focuses on "hot cognition" -­ 

how our motivations and emotions shape (and often bias) our social, moral, medical, political,                  

a n d  l e g a l  j u d g m e n t s .  

 

He is the author of many journal articles and book chapters in a variety of areas of psychology and medi-

cine, and his work has been funded by grants from the National Institute of Mental Health and the Agency 

for Health Care Policy and Research.  A popular instructor of both undergraduate and graduate courses, he 

has received major teaching awards from both Kent State University and UCI.  Professor Ditto is a member 

of the advisory Board of the American Psychological Association Task Force on End-of-Life Medical    

Decisions, and is a past associate editor of the Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. 

 

His current work examines the intersection of moral and political psychology and focuses on understanding 

the psychological and social dynamics underlying political partisanship and the contemporary American 

"culture war." 

Saturday, November 21st in the Patio Room at Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Road                   

(Las Positas exit off the 101, midway between UCSB & SBCC) in Santa Barbara. 

Join us for socializing @ 2:30 p.m. 

Meeting starts promptly @ 3:00 p.m.  Q+A to follow 

     Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara  
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         http://www.sbhumanists.org 
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Contact Information  
 

Board of Directors 2009 -2010  
 
Officers:  
 

President: Roger Schlueter  
962-6316 drrogers@cox.net  
 

Secretary: Hugh Smart  
961-8191 hughsmart@aol.com  
 
Treasurer: Ray Stone  
682-2123 rstone@west.net  

 
 
Board Members/At Large:  
 

Wayne Beckman  
Dick Cousineau  
Andrew Hankin  
Diane Krohn  
Jim Balter 
Nancy Wahl  
Adrian Wenner  
Mary Wilk  
 

 
Committee Chairpersons/Other Contacts  
 

Membership: Mary Wilk  
967-3045 mwilk@cox.net  
 
Publicity: Andrew Hankin  
965-3739 Publicity@SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 
 
Programs: Dick Cousineau  
687-2371 Programs@SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 
 
Social Justice: Marian Shapiro  
968-0478 marianshapiro@cox.net  
 
Book Club: Marty Shapiro  
968-0478 martinshapiro@cox.net  
 
Newsletter Editor: Neal Rosenthal 
HSSB_Editor@cox.net 
 
Web Master: Wayne Beckman  
569-5503 hssbwebmaster@cox.net  

Membership Notes  
by Mary Wilk 

Humanist Society meetings are usually held 

on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 3 pm  

in the Patio Room of Vista del Monte,        

3775 Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara, CA.    

More information is available at our        

web site: 

www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 

or by contacting any of the board members 

listed in the left-hand column of this page. 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter 

mailed to a friend or someone who might be 

interested in our Society, please send their 

contact information to: PO Box 30232,  

Santa Barbara, CA 93130, or call           

Mary Wilk.  Alternatively, all of our 

newsletters are available at the web address 

shown above. 

If you are not already a member, we 

encourage you to join our Society.  Annual 

membership dues are $36 for a single 

person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) 

for a sponsor.  Members receive the monthly 

newsletter and have the option of attending 

meetings, outings and special events  

sponsored by the Society. 

Those unable to attend our monthly meetings 

may subscribe to our newsletter for an 

annual fee of $20, but are not entitled to 

other membership privileges. When 

attending our meetings, a donation of $2 

from members and $5 from non-members is     

appreciated.  First or second-time visitors are 

welcome on a complimentary basis. For 

more information, please contact  Mary Wilk 

or any member of our Society. 

mailto:drrogers@cox.net
mailto:hughsmart@aol.com
mailto:rstone@west.net
mailto:Publicity@SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
mailto:Programs@SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
mailto:martinshapiro@cox.net
http://www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
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Upcoming Events  

Be sure to mark your calendars for December 

19th, our Winter Solstice Party.  Details to   

follow. 

 

November Dining Out  
by Roger Schlueter 

Our previous after-meeting dining events that we 

have held in the Patio Room have proven to be 

very popular so we are going to repeat this ap-

proach for our November meeting.  I think     

catered dinner by Vista del Monte have been 

successful for three reasons: 

Convenience: You donôt have to drive to some 

distant restaurant; 

Acoustics: It is easy to converse around the 

table without competing restaurant noise; and, 

Relaxation: There is no time pressure to     

vacate tables for later restaurant customers. 

So please join our November ñdining outò by 

ñdining inò at the Patio Room, catered by the 

very accommodating staff at Vista del Monte.  

Weôll start with a Happy Hour featuring local 

wines, soft drinks and Humanist comradery.  

This will be followed by a buffet dinner featur-

ing salad, a main course of fish or pork, and   

several side dishes.  Of course, dessert and     

dinner beverages are included. 

The price for this bonanza is just $23 per person.  

Reservations are required.  Please contact 

Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net or by phoning 

673-9045 ASAP.  The deadline for reserving a 

place is November 13th. 

 

 

Non-HSSB Events of Interest 
by Diane Krohn  

Hi everyone!  This column will list non-HSSB 

events that may be of interest to humanists, athe-

ists, skeptics, and freethinkers. 

Upcoming events in California: 
November 14:  Center for Inquiry West, Los An-

geles.  Angela Hawken:  Is Corruption Measur-

able?  Website: http://www.cfiwest.org/calendar/

FeedYourBrain.htm 

November 15:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, Pasa-

dena.  Barbara Ehrenreich:  Bright-Sided ï How 

the Relentless Promotion of Positive Thinking 

Has Undermined America.   Website:  http://

www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures 

December 6:  Center for Inquiry West, Los An-

geles.  James Fallon:  The Brain of a Criminal:  

Genes, Brain Imaging, and Free Will.  Website:  

h t t p : / / w w w . c f i w e s t . o r g / c a l e n d a r /

FeedYourBrain.htm 

December 6:  Skeptics Society, Cal Tech, Pasa-

dena.  Dr. Donald Prothero: Greenhouse of the 

Dinosaurs ï Evolution, Extinction, and the    

Future of Our Planet.  Website: http://

www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures 

Upcoming events outside of California: 
November 6-8, National Freedom From Religion 

Foundation Convention, Seattle, WA. Speakers 

include Ron Reagan, Ursula Le Guin, Jennifer 

Michael Hecht, and others.  Website:  http://

www.ffrf.org/events/ 

November 14, Texas Freethought Convention, 

San Antonio, TX.  Speakers include Dr. Victor 

Stenger, Dan Barker, Stuart Bechman, and  

Kathleen Johnson.  Website: http://

www.texasfreethoughtconvention.com/ 

November 21, Skepticon II, Springfield, MO.  

Speakers include Dan Barker, Richard Carrier, 

P.Z. Myers, Joe Nickell, and others.  Website:  

http://skepticon.broadcast44.com/ 

March 12-14, 2010, Melbourne Australia, Global 

Atheist Convention.  Speakers include Richard 

Dawkins, P.Z. Myers, and many others. Website: 

http://www.atheistconvention.org.au/ 

One everyone can participate in! You donôt need 

to travel for this one:  Great American God-Out, 

November 12.  Website:  http://www.godout.org/ 

http://www.cfiwest.org/calendar/FeedYourBrain.htm
http://www.cfiwest.org/calendar/FeedYourBrain.htm
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures
http://www.cfiwest.org/calendar/FeedYourBrain.htm
http://www.cfiwest.org/calendar/FeedYourBrain.htm
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures
http://www.skeptic.com/upcoming-lectures
http://www.ffrf.org/events/
http://www.ffrf.org/events/
http://www.texasfreethoughtconvention.com/
http://www.texasfreethoughtconvention.com/
http://skepticon.broadcast44.com/
http://www.atheistconvention.org.au/
http://www.godout.org/
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News About Members  
Our former President, Jim Alexander, died last 

month in Redding, California. Jim was very   

active in the Humanist Society in the late 1990s 

and early 2000s as Board Member and eventu-

ally President, for one year. He will be fondly 

remembered by his many efforts to bring favor-

able publicity to our Society through his Press 

Releases and many published articles. During the 

mid-2000s Jim had many challenging neurologi-

cal problems but it is fine to learn that he over-

came these conditions and lived the latter part of 

his life in a productive and fulfilling manner.    

ˈ Dick Cousineau 

 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new    

members to our society: 

Rita Shaw 

Santa Barbara 

 

Dr. Timothy Rodgers 

Santa Barbara 

HSSB Social Brunch...  
is a secular gathering for humanists, atheists, 

agnostics, skeptics, freethinkers, singles,      cou-

ples and families without religion, on the last 

Sunday morning of every month.  No cover 

charge ï pay only for your food + drink.    Mem-

bership and reservations aren't necessary: 

10 a.m. Sunday, November 29th at Cody's 

Cafe, 4898 Hollister Ave. in the Turnpike Cen-

ter, Goleta, in the room to the right as you enter 

the restaurant. For information call 805-967-

3045.(Membership Chair Mary Wilk is a regular    

attendee, e-mail mwilk@cox.net.) 

During early October, HSSB Board member  

Andrew Hankin traveled around England,      

including the Oxford University Museum of 

Natural History, with exhibits commemorating 

the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles 

Darwin.  Andrew is pictured next to a statue of 

Mr. Darwin; there are also statues of Sir Isaac 

Newton, Galileo Galilei, and other famous scien-

tists and philosophers, shown on web page http://

w w w . o u m . o x . a c . u k / l e a r n i n g / p d f s /

statues.pdf.  The Darwin exhibit is described on 

web page http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/

pdfs/darwin.pdf. 

Help Wanted  
by Adrian Wenner  

Humanists are a curious mix, but we seem to ñé

agree on basic moral principlesò ð as outlined 

by Paul Kurtz in:  The Affirmations of Human-

ism: A Statement of Principles (check out 

GOOGLE on that).  Without a true creed, we 

may marvel about religious groups and their  

diverse belief systems.   

(Continued on page 5) 

Infidel, n. In New York, one who does not    

believe in the Christian religion; in Constantin-

ople, one who does. ˈAmbrose Bierce (1842-

1914), [The Devil's Dictionary, 1906] 

mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/statues.pdf
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/statues.pdf
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/statues.pdf
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/darwin.pdf
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/darwin.pdf
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Book Club  
by Marty Shapiro, Book Club Liaison 

Greetings. Your Book Club will be meeting on 

Wednesday, November 18, at 1:30 p.m., at the 

home of Dick and Judy Cousineau, 505 Alegria 

Rd. (off Las Positas).  Our literary selection is 

Irreligion: A Mathematician Explains Why the 

Arguments for God Just Don't Add Up, by John 

Allen Paulos.  Here's some relevant information: 

F r o m  P u b l i s h e r s  W e e k l y : 

Few of the recent books on atheism have been 

worth reading just for wit and style, but this is 

one of them: Paulos is truly funny. Despite the 

title, the Temple 

University math 

professor doesn't 

actually discuss 

m a t h e m a t i c s 

much, which will 

be a relief to any 

numerically chal-

lenged readers 

who felt intimi-

dated by his previ-

ous book Innu-

meracy: Mathe-

matical Illiteracy 

and Its Conse-

quences. In this short primer (just the gist with 

an occasional jest), Paulos tackles 12 of the most 

common arguments for God, including the argu-

ment from design, the idea that a moral univer-

sality points to a creator God, the notion of first 

causes and the argument from coincidence, 

among others. Along the way, he intersperses 

irreverent and entertaining little chapterlets that 

contain his musings on various subjects, includ-

ing a rather hilarious imagined IM exchange 

with God that slyly parodies Neale Donald 

Walsch's Conversations with God. Why does 

solemnity tend to infect almost all discussions of 

religion? Paulos asks, clearly bemoaning the 

dearth of humor. This little book goes a long 

way toward correcting the problem, and provides 

both atheists and religious apologists some di-

gestible food for thought along the way.  

"For years John Allen Paulos has been our guide 

(Continued on page 8) 

The evolution of so many different religions 

seems to have been driven by differences in lan-

guages, cultures, and intent, just as we find in 

Genesis (in part):  ñAnd the Lord said, Behold, 

the people is one, and they have all one lan-

guage; and [they begin to build this tower to 

reach Heaven], and now nothing will be re-

strained from them, which they have imagined to 

do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound 

their language, that they may not understand one 

another's speech.ò   

Without a creed, a Humanist can be just about 

anything when it comes to a belief system.  Wit-

ness a topic that often arises when we get to-

gether:  Are you skeptic, agnostic, atheist, mili-

tant atheist, freethinker, non-believer, irreligious, 

iconoclast, believer, transcendentalist, secular 

humanist, or just plain humanist?  (Check out 

Marty Shapiroôs selection for the book club in 

this issue:  Irreligion : A Mathematician        

Explains Why the Arguments for God Just 

Donôt Add Up.)  

(Yes, I know, others may apply to us terms such 

as sacrilegious, irreverent, wicked, sinful,      

unholy, ungodly, impious, infidel, unrighteous, 

un-devout, or blasphemous.)   

At our board meetings, I have often suggested 

that we have a panel discussion at one of our 

monthly meetings, where a few of us could    

expound on exactly what some of these terms 

may imply in our individual belief systems.  For 

instance, can an atheist be a skeptic?  Or:  Are 

agnostics the same as non-believers?   

The Board has now asked that I organize such a 

panel for our coming April monthly meeting, 

which I am willing to do.  For that, though, I 

need some volunteers to participate and expound 

upon what each of these terms mean.   

Inclusion in the panel would involve some re-

search on the part of each participant and a will-

ingness to follow some strict guidelines about 

what to cover (e.g., no personal history of ñWhy 

I am an atheistò or some such theme).  As usual, 

the panel discussion would be followed by     

(Help Wanted continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Pot Gets Judicial Support  
CA Superior Court Judge Jim Gray 

Talks About Politics of Weed 

By Sara-Fay Katz / Staff Writer  

The UCSB Daily Nexus 

Published Monday, October 19, 2009 

Issue 20 / Volume 90 

(Reprinted by permission) 

The campaign to legalize marijuana received a 

valuable endorsement this weekend from a   

California Superior Court Judge. 

Judge Jim Gray spoke in favor of decriminaliz-

ing the drug to a crowd of over 100 listeners at 

the Santa Barbara Central Public Library on   

Saturday, Oct. 17.  Hosted by the Humanist   

Society of Santa Barbara, Grayôs lecture focused     

on the positive benefits of drug decriminalization 

and was followed by an informal question-and-

answer session with the audience. 

In his main arguments, Gray said the decrimi-

nalization and taxation of marijuana would    

generate $1.3 billion dollars in revenue for the 

state of California, in addition to making the 

drug less available to children. 

ñA drug-free America is so idealistic and unreal-

istic,ò Gray, who recently authored a book titled 

Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed and What We 

Can Do About It: A Judicial Indictment of the 

War on Drugs, said. ñThousands of people in 

California are in jail today because they did 

nothing but smoke marijuana.  Thirty percent of 

people in California state prisons should not be 

there, and thatôs not a popular thing to say.ò 

The winners of the drug war, Gray said, are 

criminals such as drug lords or juvenile gangs 

using the sale of drugs as recruiting tools and 

international terrorist organizations. These     

individuals and organizations, he said, profit  

because drugs are illegal. 

ñBig time drug lords are making hundreds of 

millions of dollars tax-free and theyôre laughing 

at us,ò Gray said. ñThese issues aren't caused   

by drugs at all, folks.  Itôs about drug money.ò 

Gray said Americans should understand drug 

prohibition in the same terms as alcohol prohibi-

tion, which was repealed in 1933 in the United 

States. 

ñAlcohol is regulated and controlled by the   

government, but the regulation of drugs is     

controlled by drug dealers, and they don't ask for 

I.D.,ò Gray said.  ñWe already repealed alcohol 

prohibition and now weôre living in drug prohi-

bition é Nobody is giving our kids free samples 

of Jim Beam in school, but itôs happening with 

marijuana because of prohibition.ò 

Gray was appointed to the Santa Ana Municipal 

Court in 1983 by then Governor George Deuk-

mejian and was elevated to a Superior Court  

post in 1989. 

Link to original article below: 

http://www.dailynexus.com/article.php?a=19497  

More about the topic of Marijuana, 
as discussed by Judge Jim Gray: 

by Andrew Hankin  

To listen again or if you weren't able to at-

tend our meeting, audio from Judge Gray's 

powerful talk can be downloaded from the 

Humanist  Society website  http:/ /

www.santabarbarahumanists.org/Calendar/

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.dailynexus.com/article.php?a=19497
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/Calendar/calendar.html
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/Calendar/calendar.html
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 David Barton  
by Roger Schlueter 

The luminaries of the religious right are well 

known, including current leading lights James 

Dobson and Pat Robertson, the biblically fallen 

Ted Haggard and the literally fallen Jerry       

Falwell.  Below these well known names there 

are an uncountable number of lesser known  

zealots who continue to chip away at church/

state separation.  Notable (or notorious, as the 

case may be) among such individuals is David 

Barton.  Iôd like to highlight two activities that 

Barton has been involved in that underscore his 

commitment to the destruction of the ñwall of 

separationò. 

I should begin by noting why I select Barton for 

scrutiny.  While he does not have the notoriety 

of others, his work has received no small acclaim 

in the Christian world.  He was cited as one      

of the ñ25 Most Influential Evangelicals in 

Americaò by 

Time Maga-

zine. His work 

has been rec-

ognized by 

Senator Sam 

Brownback (R

-KS) as well 

as many other state and local politicians in his 

home state of Texas.  Hence, while he is not a 

household name, he does wield influence. 

In my August column, I discussed HR888, enti-

tled Americaôs Spiritual Heritage Week which 

contained 75 ñwhereasò clauses that attempt to 

legislate into reality numerous ñfactsò defining 

Christianity as Americaôs founding basis.  These 

clauses were written primarily by David Barton. 

Consider the third whereas: ñWhereas political 

scientists have documented that the most        

frequently cited source in the political period 

known as The Founding Era was the Bible.ò 

First, I do not think there was an entity known as 

ñThe Founding Eraò (note the capitalization).  

Second, this assertion is patently false. 

More recently, Barton has been involved in the 

fight over Texas school social science curricula.  

This fight is not a parochial matter since the text-

books that Texas adopts are widely accepted 

around the nation. 

The Texas Board of Education appointed a five- 

person committee to recommend a revised K-12 

curriculum and associated textbooks; Barton was 

one of the appointees, although he has no exper-

tise in education or the social sciences.  The 

other appointee was a Rev. Marshall, who 

preaches that Watergate, the Vietnam War and 

Hurricane Katrina were God's judgments on the 

nation's sexual immorality. 

This committee recommended that Christianity 

should be presented as a foundational principal 

of our country.  They did not mention the Magna 

Carta, the Enlightenment, or other secular      

influences. 

Secularism is a growing force in our country.  

People like Barton remind us why the struggle 

for the wall of separation will not be won soon. 

...Watergate, the Vietnam 

War and Hurricane 

Katrina were God's  

judgments on the nation's 

sexual immorality. audience participation.   

If you are interested and willing to participate, 

please contact me directly by e-mail:             

wenner@lifesci.ucsb.edu, with the subject   

heading of: HELP WANTED.  

(Help Wanted continued from page 5) 

Pray, v. To ask the laws of the universe to be 

annulled on behalf of a single petitioner confess-

edly unworthy. ˈAmbrose Bierce (1842-1914), 

[The Devil's Dictionary, 1906] 

 

Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully 

as when they do it from religious conviction. 

ˈBlaise Pascal, philosopher and mathematician 

(1623-1662) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Barton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Barton
mailto:wenner@lifesci.ucsb.edu
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calendar.html  Click on Saturday, October 

17th, 2009. 

On Monday, October 19th, just three days  

after Judge Gray's talk at the HSSB monthly 

public meeting, the Obama Justice Department 

under US Attorney General Eric Holder issued 

a new policy that there should be no federal 

prosecutions of individuals using or supplying 

marijuana in full compliance with the laws of 

their  state.   Full  story http:/ /

w w w . n y t i m e s . c o m / 2 0 0 9 / 1 0 / 2 0 /

us/20cannabis.html. 

California Assemblymember Tom Ammiano 

(13th District) has introduced Assembly Bill 

AB390 to expand the decriminalization of 

marijuana in the this state, summary        

h t t p : / / w w w . c a n o r m l . o r g /

AB390jflyer.pdf.  Judge Gray urged con-

tacting state and local representatives to     

support AB390; the full text of the bill can be 

downloaded from web page http://

www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/

a b _ 0 3 5 1 - 0 4 0 0 /

ab_390_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf. 

The National Organization for the Reform     

of Marijuana Laws is a nationwide organiza-

tion campaigning about issues similar to what 

Judge Gray talked about.  National website 

http://norml.org or California NORML     

website http://www.canorml.org. 

Fortune magazine, September 28th, 2009, 

contains a long article about how (in their 

view) marijuana has become de facto legal in 

the US.  Most of the information parallels 

what Judge Gray talked about, even 

if Fortune's take on the US drug situation is 

slightly different.  The article can be read on 

web page http://money.cnn.com/2009/09/11/

m a g a z i n e s / f o r t u n e /

medical_marijuana_legalizing.fortune/

index.htm. 

On Santa Barbara radio, Nick Beeson and Paul 

Berenson hosted Judge Jim Gray during their 

talk show Friday afternoon, October 16th, 

2009.  Audio of their conversation can be 

downloaded from websi te  ht tp:/ /

(More about marijuana continued from page 6) www.nickandpaulshow.com. Click on 

Archived Shows 10/16.  The Nick and Paul 

Show can be heard weekdays 3-4pm on 

AM1490 Progressive Talk. 

for reading newspapers, playing the stock mar-

ket, and understanding what all those graphs and 

charts and formulas really mean. No one knows 

how to dissect an argument better than Paulos. 

Now he has turned his rapier wit to the grandest 

question of them all: is there a God? Those who 

are religious skeptics will find in Paulosôs analy-

sis new ways of looking at both old and new  

arguments, and those who believe that Godôs 

existence can be proven through science, reason, 

and logic will have to answer to this mathemati-

cianôs penetrating analysis." ðMichael Shermer, 

Publisher of Skeptic magazine, monthly colum-

nist for Scientific American, and the author of 

How We Believe, The Science of Good and Evil, 

and Why Darwin Matters. 

ñHeôs done it again.  John Allen Paulos has writ-

ten a charming book that takes you on a sojourn 

of flawless logic, with simple and clear examples 

drawn from math, science, and pop culture.  At 

journeyôs end, Paulos has left you with plenty to 

think about, whether you are religious, irrelig-

ious, or anything in between.ò ð Neil deGrasse 

Tyson, astrophysicist, American Museum of 

Natural History and author of Death By Black 

Hole and Other Cosmic Quandaries. 

"Using the methods of mathematics, reason and 

logic, Paulos wrestles religious belief systems to 

the ground and in the process proves he is as 

good a writer as he is a mathematician.  The 

book is short, to the point and humorous, and 

God knows, this subject could use more         

humor." ð Joan Konner, Dean Emerita of the 

Columbia Graduate School of Journalism 

and editor of The Atheistôs Bible. 

"John Allen Paulos has done us all a great      

service.  Irreligion is an elegant and timely    

response to the manifold ignorance that still goes 

by the name of 'faith' in the 21st century."         

ð Sam Harris, author of the New York Times 

best sellers, The End of Faith and Letter to a 

Christian Nation. 

(Book Club continued from page 5) 

http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/Calendar/calendar.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/us/20cannabis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/us/20cannabis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/us/20cannabis.html
http://www.canorml.org/AB390jflyer.pdf
http://www.canorml.org/AB390jflyer.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0351-0400/ab_390_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0351-0400/ab_390_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0351-0400/ab_390_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf
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AAI Conference in Burbank, 

October 2 -4 
by Ray Stone 

During the first weekend of October, my wife 

and I attended the annual convention of the 

Atheist Alliance International organization, 

(AAI), held this year in Burbank.  The conven-

tion started on a Friday morning and ended   

Sunday noon.  There was always one to three 

sessions to choose from, many with well-known 

speakers.  Special gatherings were scheduled for 

the evenings with well-known guests as the   

invited speakers. 

The turnout was huge.  When we arrived early 

Friday afternoon, the registration desk had     

already run out of printed schedules.  Over 700 

attendees came from all over the country, appar-

ently quite a few more than were expected.  

They were of all ages but mostly, Iôd say, in    

the 20-50 age group.  

Some of the better known speakers were: Bill 

Maher, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, PZ 

Myers, Jerry Coyne, Carolyn Porco, Lawrence 

Krauss, Eugenie Scott, Stuart Bechman, Sean 

Faircloth, and Ed Buckner.  Mr. Deity and his 

troupe entertained the Saturday night audience. 

There were the usual tables set up selling t-shirts, 

books, bumper stickers, and other materials that 

might appeal to non-believers.  There were    

continuous book-signing opportunities, espe-

cially for those celebrities that had just finished 

speaking to a crowded hall.  One couldnôt help 

but feel that the many local, regional and       

national organizations representing various    

aspects of non-belief were quite new, eager       

to somehow take advantage of the current 

growth in numbers of those who call themselves 

Atheists. 

Many lectures were offered on a wide variety of 

topics.  Here are highlights of some sessions    

we attended. 

Sean Faircloth, head of the Secular Coalition of 

America, decried widely accepted public policies 

that give preferential treatment to religious insti-

tutions.  Such policies were opposed by our 

founders, especially Jefferson and Madison, and 

have only recently come into existence. The 

SCA is a national lobby organized to oppose this 

trend.  Anyone interested in ñaction alertò infor-

mation published by the SCA can find them      

at www.secular.org.  One can also subscribe to 

receive them by email. 

PZ Myers, University of Minnesota Biologist, 

talked about the failings of ñIntelligent Designò, 

the main idea of which is that complexity can 

only come about by design and a designer.       

He suggested looking up the beliefs and writings 

of Tom Bethell and Jonathan Wells, noted ID 

supporters.  His lecture can be viewed on     

YouTube.  Search for ñpz myers aaiò. 

Lawrence Krauss, Professor of Physics at    

Arizona State University talked about what we 

know about our universe (age, shape, content, 

etc.) and how we know it.  Answers: 13.72    

billion years; flat; 30% dark matter, 70% dark 

energy.  You can watch this lecture (1 hour, 3 

mins) on YouTube.  (Search for ñkrauss aaiò.) 

Also check out the ñOrigins ASUò conference 

for online lectures on this and related subjects.  

Jerry Coyne, Professor of Biology at the      

University of Chicago, talked about his new 

book, ñWhy Evolution is Trueò.  He defined the 

main characteristics of ñEvolutionò, and the   

evidence for each.  Evolution happens, species 

change over time.  Changes are gradual.      

Speciation (splitting of species) occurs.  Differ-

ent species have common ancestors.  Much of 

evolution comes about by Natural Selection. 

Books he recommended were: ñBeak of the 

Finchò by Weiner; ñThe Fossil Recordò by 

Prothero; Dawkins newest book, ñThe Greatest 

Show on Earth: the Evidence for Evolutionò.  

Daniel Dennett, Professor of Philosophy at 

Tufts University, reported on his current study of 

Atheism among the clergy.  He currently has six 

clergy (5 male, 1 female), ages 37-72 under 

study.  He suggested viewing the interview    

between Richard Dawkins and Father George 

Coyne on the web.  He also mentioned the books 

ñMisquoting Jesusò, by Bart Ehrman, and ñThe 

Dishonest Churchò by Jack Good.  His final  

conclusion:  ñTheologians are spinmeistersò. 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://www.secular.org
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The Freethought Trail  
Collected by Ray Stone 

In the 19th century, West-Central New York was 

a hotbed of social, political, and religious       

innovation.  Fayetteville suffragist Matilda    

Joslyn Gage called religion the enemy of 

women.  Writing from Elmira, Mark Twain 

raised irreverence to an American art form.      

At Ithaca, Andrew Dickson White co-founded 

Cornell University, the nation's first secular   

institution of higher learning.  In 1848 reformers 

and freethinkers of every stripe thronged Seneca 

Falls to demand new roles for women. Corning 

native Margaret Sanger led the 20th century birth 

control movement.  The birthplace museum of 

the famous orator, political speechmaker, and 

outspoken agnostic Robert G. Ingersoll is an  

anchor of West-Central New York's 

"Freethought Trail". 

The Freethought Trail is a collection of locations 

in West-Central New York important to the his-

tory of freethought.  The Freethought Trail web 

site (www.freethought-trail.org) can be browsed 

by location, by name, by cause, and by type of 

site.  Each site is described in words and in   

photographs, and directions are provided from 

one Freethought Trail location to another, so 

anyone who wants to can make their own path 

along the multitude of sites on the Trail!  

Others honored on the Freethought Trail are: 

Susan B. Anthony, L. Frank Baum, Lucy N.  

Colman, Obadiah Dogberry, Frederick Douglass, 

Emma Goldman, C.D.B. Mills, Ernestine L. 

Rose and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

John Perkins, an Economist from Australia, 

spoke on the History of Islam.  Islam is the only 

religion to come out of War.  Itôs original appeal 

was that those killed in the war would go to 

Paradise.  No other religion makes more        

demands on its members.  All members must 

comply with its taboos.  It has its own legal 

code, with theologians as jurists.  It rejects     

human authority.  Current Islam has global    

ambition, and its own political agenda.  

Very much more of interest occurred than Iôm 

able to describe here.  It was an exhilarating  

experience, one we very much enjoyed. Next 

yearôs conference is planned for Montreal. 

(AAI Conference continued from page 9) 

Editorôs Note:  If you are so inclined, you 

can  request to have your monthly Secular Circular 

sent right to your e-mail box, or you can ask to 

be notified when it has been posted to the HSSB 

web site.  The obvious advantage is that it will 

save our society the costs associated with 

printing and mailing .  Another advantage is 

that you will be able to read it two or three days 

before the snail mail version would arrive, 

AND you will see it in all its full color glory .    

E-mail the editor at HSSB_Editor@cox.net to 

change your delivery method. 

If you need assistance retrieving the newsletter 

either online or in your e-mail I would be happy 

to offer help.  ˈNeal 

If it is committed in the name of God or country, 

there is no crime so heinous that the public will 

not forgive it. ˈTom Robbins, writer (1936- ) 

http://www.freethought-trail.org
mailto:HSSB_Editor@cox.net
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Excerpted from  

Celebrity Atheist List  
http://www.celebatheists.com 

Atheists: 

Douglas Adams, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Woody Allen, 

Lance Armstrong, Darren Aronofsky, Isaac Asi-

mov, Dan Barker, Dave Barry, Ingmar Bergman, 

Lewis Black, Richard Branson, Warren Buffett, 

George Carlin, John Carmack, Adam Carolla, 

John Carpenter, Asia Carrera, Fidel Castro, Dick 

Cavett, Noam Chomsky, Billy Connolly, Francis 

Crick, David Cronenberg, David Cross, Alan 

Cumming, Rodney Dangerfield, Richard 

Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Ani DiFranco, Micky 

Dolenz, Harlan Ellison, Richard Feynman, Har-

vey Fierstein, Larry Flynt, Dave Foley, Jodie 

Foster, Janeane Garofalo, Bill Gates, Bob Gel-

dof, Ricky Gervais, Ira Glass, James Gleick, 

Robert Heinlein, Katharine Hepburn, Christo-

pher Hitchens, Jamie Hyneman, Eddie Izzard, 

Penn Jillette, Billy Joel, Angelina Jolie, Diane 

Keaton, Michael Kinsley, Artie Lange, Richard 

Leakey, Bruce Lee, Tom Lehrer, Tom Leykis, 

James Lipton, H.P. Lovecraft, Bill Maher, John 

Malkovich, Barry Manilow, Todd McFarlane, 

Sir Ian McKellen, Arthur Miller, Frank Miller, 

Marvin Minsky, Julianne Moore, Randy New-

man, Mike Nichols, Jack Nicholson, Gary Nu-

man, Bob Odenkirk, Patton Oswalt, Camille 

Paglia, Steven Pinker, Paula Poundstone, Terry 

Pratchett, Robin Quivers, James Randi, Ron 

Reagan Jr., Keanu Reeves, Rick Reynolds, Gene 

Roddenberry, Joe Rogan, Henry Rollins, Andy 

Rooney, Salman Rushdie, Bob Simon, Steven 

Soderbergh, Annika Sorenstam, George Soros, 

Richard Stallman, Howard Stern, Julia Sweeney, 

Teller, Studs Terkel, Pat Tillman, Linus Tor-

valds, Alan Turing, Eddie Vedder, Gore Vidal, 

Kurt Vonnegut Jr., Steven Weinberg, Joss Whe-

don, Ted Williams, Steve Wozniak 

Agnostics: 

Margaret Atwood, Antonio Banderas, Susie 

Bright, Warren Buffett, Vincent Bugliosi, Robert 

X. Cringely, Clarence Darrow, Charles Darwin, 

Alan Dershowitz, Richard Dreyfuss, Umberto 

Eco, Timothy Ferris, Carrie Fisher, Bill Gates, 

Stephen Jay Gould, Matt Groening, Bob Guc-

cione, Robert (Bob) James Lee Hawke, David 

Horowitz, Bob Hoskins, Robert Jastrow, Matt 

Johnson, Jack Kevorkian, Larry King, Tony 

Kushner, Dave Matthews, Larry Niven, Neil 

Peart, Sean Penn, Roman Polanski, Bertrand 

Russell, Carl Sagan, Dan Savage, James Taylor, 

Charles Templeton, Uma Thurman, Ted Turner, 

Robert Anton Wilson 

 

Here is how the OED defines atheism: 

Here is the OED's definition of agnostic: 

agnostic A. sb. One who holds that the existence of 

anything beyond and behind material phenomena 

is unknown and (so far as can be judged) un-

knowable, and especially that a First Cause and 

an unseen world are subjects of which we know 

nothing. 

atheism: Disbelief in, or denial of, the existence of a 

god. 

disbelieve: 1. trans. Not to believe or credit; to refuse 

credence to: a. a statement or (alleged) fact: To reject 

the truth or reality of. 

deny 

1. To contradict or gainsay (anything stated or al-

leged); to declare to be untrue or untenable, or 

not what it is stated to be. 

2. Logic. The opposite of affirm; to assert the con-

tradictory of (a proposition). 

3. To refuse to admit the truth of (a doctrine or 

tenet); to reject as untrue or unfounded; the op-

posite of assert or maintain. 

4. To refuse to recognize or acknowledge (a person 

or thing) as having a certain character or certain 

claims; to disown, disavow, repudiate, renounce. 

Scriptures, n. The sacred books of our holy  

religion, as distinguished from the false and   

profane writings on which all other faiths are 

based.  ˈAmbrose Bierce, writer (1842-1914) 

[The Devil's Dictionary] 
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