
 
 

 

 
Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara  

 
    May, 2008 
   http://www.sbhumanists.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 

"Newspaper Columns That Got Me in  Trouble"  
Presented by Starshine Roshell 

 

By Andrew Hankin 
 

Named for a song in the 1960s musical "Hair", in which 

her father starred, Starshine Roshell is a journalism 

professor, award-winning magazine writer and 

overwhelmed mother of two.  She grew up in Los 

Angeles and wrote for The Hollywood Reporter before 

joining the Santa Barbara News-Press in 1995, as a news 

reporter, theater and music critic and arts editor.  Her 

award-winning column ð now syndicated to the Santa 

Barbara Independent and other papers ð waxes sassy on 

sex, politics, kids, fashion, and everything else a modern 

gal loves to dish about.  She offers a fresh and quirky 

take on life, from the cult of thong underwear to the 

availability of the morning-after pill.  

 

Recently appearing in the documentary film "Citizen 

McCaw", about her former employer, Starshine lives in 

Santa Barbara with her husband (a comic book publisher) 

and her sons (Stone and Dash).  Her talk will be about 

"Newspaper Columns That Got Me in Trouble". 

 

 

 

 

Starshine Roshell, Saturday May 17th, in the Patio Room at Vista del Monte, 

3775 Modoc Road (Las Positas exit off 101), Santa Barbara. 

2:30pm socializing, 3pm meeting starts.
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Contact Information  
Board of Directors 2007 -2008 
Officers:  
President:  Adrian Wenner 
963-8508 wenner@lifesci.ucsb.edu 
 
Secretary:  Hope Smith 
967-5143 hsmith1923@aol.com 
 
Treasurer:  Richard Martin 
687-3563 richardmartin@cox.net 
 
Board Members/At Large:  
Dick Cousineau 
Andrew Hankin 
James Kimberly 
Anne Rojas 
Marian Shapiro 
Ray Stone 
Nancy Wahl 
Mary Wilk 
 
Committee Chairpersons/Other Contacts  
Membership:  Mary Wilk  
967-3045 mwilk@cox.net 
 
Publicity:  Andrew Hankin  
965-3739  green_helmet@hotmail.com 
 
Programs:  Dick Cousineau  
687-2371 dkcgeo@cox.net 
 
Social Action:  Marian Shapiro  
968-0478  marianshapiro@cox.net  
 
Book Club:  Marty Shapiro  
968-0478 martinshapiro@cox.net 
 
Activities Director:  Anne H. Rojas  
564-6086  annehrojas@cox.net 
 
Corresponding Secretary: James Kimberly  
564-1991 dr.doboy@gmail.com  
 
Membership Directory:  Ray Stone  
682-2123 rstone@west.net  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Diane Krohn  
djkrohn@cox.net 
 
Web Master:  Wayne Beckman  
569-5503 hssbwebmaster@cox.net  
 
 

Membership Notes  
By Mary Wilk 
 
Humanist Society meetings are usually held 

on the 3
rd

 Saturday of each month at 3 pm in 

the Patio Room of Vista del Monte, 3775 

Modoc Road, Santa Barbara, CA.  More 

information is available at our web site: 

 www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 

or by contacting any of the board members 

listed in the left-hand column of this page. 

 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter 

mailed to a friend or someone who might be 

interested in our Society, please send their 

contact information to: PO Box 30232, 

Santa Barbara, CA 93130, or call Mary 

Wilk.  Alternatively, all of our newsletters 

are available at the web address shown 

above. 

 

If you are not already a member, we 

encourage you to join our Society.  Annual 

membership dues are $36 for a single 

person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) 

for a sponsor.  Members receive the monthly 

newsletter and have the option of attending 

meetings, outings and special events 

sponsored by the Society. 

 

Those unable to attend our monthly 

meetings may subscribe to our newsletter for 

an annual fee of $20, but are not entitled to 

other membership privileges.  When 

attending our meetings, a donation of $2 

from members and $5 from non-members is 

appreciated.  First or second-time visitors 

are welcome on a complimentary basis.  For 

more information, please contact Mary Wilk 

or any member of our Society.   
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News Ab out Members  
By Mary Wilk, Hope Smith 
and Andrew Hankin 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following 

new members: 

 

Alex Hund 

528 W. Olivos St., Apt. #5 

Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

845-4221 

 

Jim Wilhelmson 

575 Pintura Drive 

Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

967-2120 

 

Letters to the Editor:  
Loretta Redd, April 10, Daily Sound, writing 

as Executive Director of the local 

Alzheimer's Association, on the need for 

more openness about this disease. (Loretta 

also has an opinion column in the Daily 

Sound every Tuesday.) 

 

Bill Edgar, April 12, News-Press, clarifying 

a Sports Section analysis of why the Boston 

Red Sox lost the 1986 World Series. 

 

April 20, News-Press "On the Town" 

section listed Carol Palladini among those 

attending our local Planned Parenthood's 

annual dinner for supporters.  She was 

included in the applause for past recipients 

of the award honoring a local volunteer.  

 

ƿ  é 

 

Josette Barsky just returned from two 

weeks, and Richard Martin from two 

months, in New Zealand. 

 

Nancy Walker Koppelman (with husband 

Larry) were among underwriters of a recent 

Viva Vino event to benefit Direct Relief 

International. 

 

On Tuesday, April 22nd, Board member 

Andrew Hankin addressed the Santa Barbara 

City Council, urging them to continue their 

policy of NO public prayer at City Council 

Meetings.  This was in response to a lady 

who appears before council members 

EVERY WEEK, pleading for the opposite 

and reading a public prayer of her own.  

Video of the meeting can be watched online 

at this website, then clicking on the April 

22nd date: 

http://santabarbara.granicus.com/ViewPublis

her.php?view_id=6 

The meetings start at 2pm with the 

following format: 

- Pledge of Allegiance (including "one 

nation under god"); 

- Honoring a local organization; 

- Public Comment; one minute per person.  

This was when Andrew spoke, quoting 

Matthew chapter 6 from the bible, 

encouraging private prayer, not hypocritical 

public prayer merely to be seen. 

http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=Mat&ch

apter=6 

Notwithstanding the clear biblical 

instructions of moments earlier, prayer lady 

went into her usual routine.  She, and others 

like her, need to be contradicted in public 

meetings by other Humanists, lest she chip 

away at the separation of church and state 

one prayer at a time. 

 
 

 

Positions  on the HSSB 
Board of  Directors  

Are Now  Open for  the    
2008-2009 Year 

 

It's that time of year when we start thinking 

about our new club officers and Board. To 

keep our organization functioning well, we 

have a Board of Directors with officers, 

Committee Chairs and Members at Large.  

 
(See Board Positions continued on page 4) 

http://santabarbara.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=6
http://santabarbara.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=6
http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=Mat&chapter=6
http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=Mat&chapter=6
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(Board Positions continued from page 3)  

  

We look forward to an infusion of new ideas 

and fresh approaches to enrich our group. 

 

We hope you will consider volunteering to 

be on the Board or serving as an officer or 

committee person. Or maybe you'd like to 

nominate another member. A full listing of 

individuals and responsibilities is on the 

home page of our web site.  

 

So what is involved?  Being a board member 

means going to a 2-hour meeting once a 

month.  Right now that meeting is on 

Monday at 5:30 pm, on the Monday before 

our Saturday program.  But this is not set in 

stone.  The board makes financial decisions 

about what causes and organizations we will 

support, and at what amount, what kind of 

publicity we can afford, where and when we 

want to hold our meetings, etc.  We 

appreciate hearing the opinions of our 

members and look for ways to get 

membership input. 

If you would be willing to serve on the 

board, chair a committee, be an officer, or 

would like to nominate another member, 

please let one of our board members know, 

or call Marian Shapiro at 968-0478.  

We need to fill the positions of President, 

Vice President, Treasurer and Program 

Chair.  Our current board members have 

served between one to four years and are 

rotating off at the end of June.  HSSB 

functions best when members rotate through 

positions of responsibility. So please lend a 

hand and a new face to the HSSB board.  

With a good response from our members, 

we should have a smooth transition to the 

new board.  HSSB needs you!  

 
 

 
HSSB Bookstore  
By Ray Stone 
 

HSSB has a bookstore now open for 

business at our meetings.  Books are both 

new and used.  If you have books of interest 

to Humanists, and the books are in good 

condition, please consider donating them to 

the store.  Just bring them to the next 

meeting, or alternatively, contact Ray at 

682-2123.   

 

Our bookstore has received over twenty new 

books from Fran Halpern, HSSB member 

and host of the weekly Public Radio 

program ñBeyond Wordsò (KCLU, 102.3 

FM, Saturdays, 2-3 p.m.), a discussion show 

on books and publishing.  These are all 

recent books, not necessarily on Humanist 

topics, but they are being sold at a fraction 

of their suggested retail prices.  

   
ƿ.. 

 

Enjoy great music and support a local non-

profit organization: the Santa Barbara 

Theatre Organ Society presents Jerry 

Nagano - live in concert at the Arlington 

Theatre, 1317 State Street, Santa Barbara.  

11am Saturday, May 10th, information 

website http://members.cox.net/sbtos or 

phone Andrew Hankin 805-965-3739.  

Ticket price 

$11 for adults 

ˈ all children 

and students 

FREE.  Jerry 

will play his 

favorite tunes 

on four 

keyboards and 

pedals, with 

all the bells and whistles!  


